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third, Aaron, was killed by Samuel. As a result, all th 

volved upon Samuel, who was the most active tl im i 
aal in Bulgaria regardless of whether Romanus was oe as 
urces speak little of Romanus and emphasize Samuel. Thus 
at even though Samuel may not have been the titular ruler 
6 and his coronation in 997, he actually wielded power 


i 
w state appeared in Macedonia, with centers in Ohrid and 
olars at times (particularly Macedonian scholars who want 
p this as a distinctly Macedonian state) have tried to stress the 
between Samuel's state and the earlier Bulgarian state. The 
Jifference seems to lie in the geographical locations of their 
; the earlier state had been centered near the Danube while 
el’s state was centered to the west in Macedonia. However, this 
shical difference is quite irrelevant. Macedonia was simply a 
ical term; there was then no Macedonian ethnic awareness. 
gh some historians may stress the Slavic character of Mace- 
nd claim there had never been Bulgars here, this too has little 
By Samuel’s time whatever Bulgars there had been anywhere 
aria OT Macedonia were slavicized; moreover, Kuver’s activities 
facedonia would have given this area some earlier Bulgar back- 





ate Bulgarian, a fact 











ground as well. 





What is important is that Samuel called his state Bulgarian, a fact 
which shows that he considered it Bulgarian; furthermore, Byzantine 
sources called it Bulgarian also and treat Samuel simply as a ruler, 
continuing the former Bulgarian state. The fact that Samuel remained 
based in the west is also no evidence that he did not see himself as 
continuing the earlier state. In the west lay the center of his own 
support; furthermore, in Macedonia he was more distant from Byzan- 
tine attack, which enabled him to build up his state and army more 
easily. Thus he had no reason to move to Preslav and operate from the 
old capital. 

Whether any of the leading figures of the previous Bulgarian 
State, centered in the northeast, came west to serve Samuel is not 
known, They would have supplied continuity between the two states, 
and one suspects some easterners must have fled west. But even if 
PT had so fied, presumably Samuel still would have chiefly pea 
a B servitors from the west whose loyalty he was ES ci 
D Y émigré from the east whom the sources mention is the patria 

amian who fled from Preslav when Tzimiskes conquered that city 
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and abolished his office. Samuel shortly thereafter made Damian patri- 
arch of a new patriarchate which Samuel established in Ohrid. This 
appointment at least provided continuity for the Bulgarian church be- 
tween Preslav and Ohrid. With changes in title, up and down, between 


patriarch and archbishop, this see was to continue until the Ottomans 


abolished it in 1767. 
Samuel was to expand his state from Macedonia in all directions 


He seems to have launched his first attack right after the death of 
Tzimiskes in 976 (which would explain the reference to the revolt of 
the sons of the count in that year). Moses was killed in an unsuccessful 
attack against Serres. Samuel then raided Thessaly (at first he failed in 
a siege of Larissa; but he was to gain Larissa in 986 when he conquered 


all of Thessaly). 
Samuel’s Early Relations with Byzantium 


It is apparent that if Byzantium had had a role in the escape of Boris 
and Romanus and had hoped thereby to cause a weakening of the 
Bulgarian state through civil war, the ploy had not worked. Romanus’s 
presence had not diminished Samuel’s actual power at all. Therefore, 
according to Yahya, the Byzantines next tried to stir up rivalry be- 
tween the two surviving brothers—Samuel and Aaron. Basil sent an 
envoy to Aaron who offered him aid against Samuel and Basil’s own 
sister for a wife. Aaron, according to the story, was receptive and the 


metropolitan of Sebastea (modern Sivas in central Anatolia) arrived 
Pian... s ee 














